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Abraham Storck is one of the most famous Dutch 
marine painters who represented scenes of naval life, 
detailed pictures of ships and battle scenes. Abraham 
was born in the family of painters; he was educated by his 
father Johannes Storck. The artwork of Abraham Storck 

famous masters in marine painting.
Storck witnessed Czar Peter´s stay in Holland with  

a Large Embassy (1697–1698), and later represented that 
historical event in his works many times. Some of them 
are kept in the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, the artist´s 
hometown.

One of the oil paintings, from the museum collection, 
represents one of these episodes: Peter I took part  
in a demonstration naval battle organized in his honor  
at the mouth of the Ij River. There is a yacht under a three-

 
on the left part of the picture. This is one of the earliest 

Czar aboard the yacht in a Dutch sailor uniform.

Demonstration battle in honor of Peter I on the Ij River on September 1, 1697
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Night battle in the Chesme Bay on June 26, 1770
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MEIJER
1809–1866

View of the Okhta shipyard
Mid-19th century

28

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

Meijer, one of the most popular marine painters of his 
time, was born in Amsterdam. His teachers were Dutch 
artists George Pieter Westenberg and Jan Willem Pieneman. 
In 1827–1830, Meijer continued his education in Paris, 
and then returned to his hometown. In 1829 the artist  
turned to maritime themes and began painting marine  
views and subjects from naval history. While living in Paris 
(1842), Meijer was awarded a gold medal for his seascapes. 
Thus, the marine-painter Johan Meijer became a famous 
artist in Europe. 

Meijer worked in a popular romantic manner that 
tended to portray the sea as a silent hero or as a formidable 

The artist also became a famous engraver and 
lithographer.

The Meijer´s painting, kept in the museum, represents 
the Okhta Admiralty, an important shipyard of St. Petersburg, 
in the middle of the 19th century.
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SALOMON CORRODI

1860

Ruins of an old castle in Switzerland
1860
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